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A Montgnmmy County G u n -  
d committee approwl a plan 
yesterday to cap the height of n e w  
houw in older n c i f i h s h d s  at  
32 feet - more or less. 

Tllr COCITIC~I'S Planning, Houa 
ing and Economic hcEopment 
Cornmitt*, chaird by Steven A. 
Silverman (D-At Lat~e), ap 
proved changm in the Irtw that has 
dowed somr buildcm to exced 
legal limits of 35 feet and 2" stn- 
riea, fivin< rise to complaints 
about "mansionvation." 

The p a n ~ l  a,peerl that a h o u e  
or vnovation should he rneasurerl 
from where it meets the gnund 
- rather than from ?he rnirldc of 
the street. as  xis sting law p r e  
\ides - to the niidpaht of the 
rwf, dowing building to he hll- 
er than 32 fcct. It alw decided to 
t h w  in another f m t  so ha t  
houses could he raised to improve 
drainage, ptentially inc~cxsing 
the maximum height tn 33 feet. 

At the same time, the commit- 
tee elimbatcrl tile "terrace excep- 
tion," which allows builders to 
pile up dirt and then measure thc 
heifit of the house from that 
higher point. 

'Ihe bill is to KO to the full coun- 
cil Tuewlay lor a vote. Its sysonwr, 
council memhcr Howard A. Dcnis 
{R-Potom3c-Rethwrla), who had 
threatent~l to uithk~old support 
because he thought the commit- 
tee lind delay& and wmkenecl the 
bill. %?id yesterday that he thinks 
the pane1 is "rnovinq in the ri&t 
direction," He =id ht. needs to ffid- 
ly analyze the new plan hefore tlc- 
ciding whether he nil1 support it. 
His original !]ill capped hciqht at 
30 feet from the prPdevelopment 
firadc of the property to the mid- 

p i n t  of the rmt 
Ca~ol  Grcen, an mvironmmta2 

lawyer who lives in a Rctheda 
neifihrhood where manv 1x1-ge. 
new houses tw~r over thaw of 
neifiborrr, said that she uqs 
licvcd" that the panel amt the bill 
to the wudcil after almost hr.o 

Rut that the measure may 
haw ttlc efftxt of allouinq taller 
houws than the current 35 feet, 
rneasurec-1 from the middle 01 the 
street. 

"The c e m i t t e  only conaid- 
ered changes in methodolo# . . . 
hut n m r  went hack to the Esues  
a t  h a d ,  which is closing Imp 
holes in older neighhothds and 
prewrving character of oldcr 
nei*&ehhorhds.- she said. 

"'I'llev went to such a mushy 
standad that they creatd a new 
Imphole,* she =id, referrinfi to 
thc extra foot to help with drain- 
Ne, 

Silwrman, who has k e n  crit- 
icized hy n e i q h h r h d  ~ ~ o u p s  
for he pin^ the bill in his commit- 
tee trntil w k s  before it is to ex- 
pire at the end of the year. said the 
mearcure is not one of hi? top pri- 
orities. 

He %id he had spmt most of 
his time during the past two yeam 
trqing to work out ways to mkc 
housing more affortlahle in thc 
county and scrutinizing the coun- 
ty's b u b ~ e t .  He also said he wasn't 
convinced that Denis's hill wmr~ld 
do much to addrerrq concerns 
a b u t  the chanpjnq character of 
older n~igSlhnrhm~ds k a u w  it 
doesn't tackle Ihc width of 
houses. Rut he said he wasn't in- 
dined to push for a wparate hill 
that might (lo that. 

"I won't be hcre next yeat," hr 
said, referring tn his c x w t e d  
quest for the Ikmncratic mom 
ination for county excwtive. 


